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28 CFR Ch. I (7–1–16 Edition) § 33.30 

PURPOSES OF BLOCK GRANT FUNDS 

§ 33.30 Program criteria. 
The Justice Assistance Act requires 

that block grant funds assist states and 
local governments to carry out specific 
programs which offer a high prob-
ability of improving the functioning of 
the criminal justice system, with spe-
cial emphasis on violent crime and se-
rious offenders. Section 403(a) of the 
Act. 

(a) High probability of improving the 
criminal justice system. High probability 
of improving the criminal justice system 
means that a prudent assessment of 
the concepts and implementation plans 
included in a proposed program, 
project, approach, or practice, together 
with an assessment of the problem to 
which it is addressed and of data and 
information bearing on the problem, 
concept, and implementation plan, pro-
vides strong evidence that the proposed 
activities would result in identifiable 
improvements in the criminal justice 
system if implemented as proposed. 
Section 901(a)(21) of the Act. 

(b) Special emphasis on violent crime 
and serious offenders. Special emphasis 
on violent crime and serious offenders 
means that a relationship exists be-
tween the program and violent crime, 
the victims of violent crime, serious of-
fenders and their acts, and the preven-
tion of violent crime and serious of-
fenses. Violent crime, for the purpose 
of this program, includes homicide, 
robbery, assault, arson, residential bur-
glary, child abuse and molestation, 
sexual assault, kidnapping, and all 
felonies involving weapons or narcotics 
trafficking. Serious offenders are those 
who commit violent crimes. 

(c) Criminal justice. Criminal justice 
means activities pertaining to crime 
prevention, control, or reduction, or 
the enforcement of the criminal law, 
including but not limited to, police ef-
forts to prevent, control, or reduce 
crime or to apprehend criminals, in-
cluding juveniles, activities of courts 
having criminal jurisdiction, and re-
lated agencies (including but not lim-
ited to prosecutorial and defender serv-
ices, juvenile delinquency agencies, 
and pretrial service or release agen-
cies), activities of corrections, proba-
tion or parole authorities and related 

agencies assisting in the rehabilita-
tion, supervision, and care of criminal 
offenders, and programs relating to the 
prevention, control, or reduction of 
narcotic addiction and juvenile delin-
quency. Section 901(a)(1) of the Act. 

§ 33.31 Eligible purposes and pro-
grams. 

(a) Eligible purposes. Block grant 
funds may be used for the following 
purposes listed in section 403(a) of the 
Justice Assistance Act: 

(1) Providing community and neigh-
borhood programs that enable citizens 
and police to undertake initiatives to 
prevent and control neighborhood 
crime; 

(2) Disrupting illicit commerce in 
stolen goods and property; 

(3) Combating arson; 
(4) Effectively investing and bringing 

to trial white-collar crime, organized 
crime, public corruption crimes, and 
fraud against the Government; 

(5) Identifying criminal cases involv-
ing persons (including juvenile offend-
ers) with a history of serious criminal 
conduct in order to expedite the proc-
essing of such cases and to improve 
court system management and sen-
tencing practices and procedures in 
such cases; 

(6) Developing and implementing pro-
grams which provide assistance to ju-
rors and witnesses, and assistance 
(other than compensation) to victims 
of crimes; 

(7) Providing alternatives to pretrial 
detention, jail, and prison for persons 
who pose no danger to the community; 

(8) Providing programs which iden-
tify and meet the needs of drug-depend-
ent offenders; 

(9) Providing programs which allevi-
ate prison and jail overcrowding and 
programs which identify existing state 
and Federal buildings suitable for pris-
on use; 

(10) Providing, management, and 
technical assistance to criminal justice 
personnel and determining appropriate 
prosecutorial and judicial personnel 
needs; 

(11) Providing prison industry 
projects designed to place inmates in a 
realistic working and training environ-
ment in which they will be enabled to 
acquire marketable skills and to make 
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